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Business is a dynamic subject that dives into the real challenges companies face, helping 
you understand how decisions shape success in the real world. In the lessons, students 
examine these issues in an interactive way, learning about how to apply business theories 
and ideas to different contexts. Business is a challenging subject and you must be able to 
express yourself well in a written format, as the course relies heavily on completing essay 
based questions. You will also need to be a strong verbal communicator and will be ex-
pected to be familiar with current issues in business.

Specific course entry requirements
College entry must include GCSE Mathematics at grade 
5 or above (please refer to the Entry Requirements sec-
tion on the college website for further details).

How will I be assessed?
100% examination.

What will I study?
A level Business will introduce you to the dynamic 
business environment and the importance of entrepre-
neurial activity in creating business opportunities and 
sustaining business growth. You will gain an under-
standing of the important role played by small business-
es in the economy and the opportunities that exist for 
entrepreneurs, as well as the importance of established 
businesses and not-for-profit organisations in providing 
goods and services.

You will start by looking at the concept of starting a new 
business and the issues that surround this. In order to 
succeed in a competitive market, you will learn about 
the core functions of business. You will apply a range 
of analytical techniques, including decision-making 
models, investment appraisal tools, and ratio analysis, to 
investigate business opportunities and challenges and to 
determine business strategy in a range of contexts.

You will also focus on how businesses succeed in a 
dynamic external environment. The business world 
never stands still and there are continuous oppor-
tunities and threats to businesses of all sizes. Busi-
nesses now operate in a global marketplace  and they 
need to consider a wide range of external factors that 
affect their day-to-day activities,  decision-making 
and strategy.

Where will this course lead me?
Students progress to a wide variety of university 
courses, especially in areas such as business, eco-
nomics, management, retailing, enterprise, finance, 
accountancy and administration. It is a very useful 
starting point for careers in the business world.

On this course, you will acquire a range of essential 
skills for higher education and employment, including 
communication and teamwork skills, as well as busi-
ness skills such as decision-making, problem-solving, 
challenging assumptions, and critical analysis.
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